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4.1   HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1983, the Caledonia Old Mill was granted heritage significance status under part 4 of the Ontario Heritage 

Act.26  The mill was designated by the Town of Haldimand as having “historical interest or value”27  Reasons 

for designation are given as follows: 

The Caledonia Mill began to process wheat into flour in January 1857.  It is the last mill to be in 
operation along the Grand River using waterpower.  The Caledonia Mill also has a surviving link to the 
Grand River Navigation Co. of the past, and is a memento to the many enterprising men of Caledonia 
and surrounding area, including James Little, J.B. Holden, John Scott, Donald McQuarrie 1832-1887,  

                                                
26 Ontario, Ministry of Culture, “Caledonia Mill.” 
27 See Town of Haldimand, by-law number 403/83. 

 

FIGURE 3  THE TWO REMAINING MILLS IN CALEDONIA, C1960S 
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William Munroe 1825-1901, James H. Thorburn 1845-1903, Samuel Scott, William Scott, Hugh Scott, 
Ob Scott.28  

In addition to characteristics outlined in its designation, the mill is also an important cultural resource in the 

community and broader area.  It is among the first of the Caledonia industries, and thus an important vestige 

of the Town’s heritage, culture and past.  It is the only mill remaining from many that used to be in Caledonia.  

It is also considered to be the best example of an operational mill still left on the Grand River, which itself, 

was designated a Canadian Heritage River in 1994.29  Finally, the mill is a prime example of a commercial 

merchant roller mill of the 1880s period, and much of its original features and some equipment still exist.30  

And to top it all off, the mill contains a distinctive cupola, a decorative roof feature rarely seen in Canadian 

Mills of the era.31 

                                                
28 Ontario, Ministry of Culture, “Caledonia Mill.”  See as well, (Haldimand County, Record of Designation). No specific features, 
equipment or components of the mill are listed under items for designation. 
29 Barbara Martindale, Caledonia Along the Grand River (Toronto: Natural Heritage/National History, 1995) 78.  See also, Warren 
Stauch,  “Grand River Watershed Historic Mills and Museums and Historic Sites: Inventory 2006,”  Prepared for Grand River 
Country,  Unpublished report, November 2006.  See as well, Canadian Heritage Rivers Board,  The Grand River, Ontario—A Decade 
in the Canadian Heritage River System: A Review of the Grand Strategy 1994-2004.  (Cambridge, ON: Grand River Conservation 
Authority) May 2004. 
30 [Public Works and Government Services Canada], Heritage Conservation Program, “Grand River Mills [Architectural 
Assessment],” By Ken Elder, supervising conservation architect, Unpublished report, 6 May 1998, 1. 
31 Architectural Conservancy of Ontario Advisory Board, “Preliminary Conservation Report on the Old Mill Caledonia, Ontario,”  By 
UMA Engineering Ltd., Mississauga, Ontario.  Unpublished report, April 1997, 2.  See also, George Fischer and Mark Harris, 
Ontario’s Historic Mills (Ontario: Boston Mill Press, 2007) 29.  See pp.16-17 in this report for additional information about the 
cupola. 




